
Smartphone photography
Digital Photography Fundamentals



A firm believer in …



If something is going to go 1A:



Where did the 
photography go 
wrong here?

• Digitally zoomed in on a phone

• Back-focused

• Overexposed

• Not the decisive moment

• Poor composition

• Color balance is off



Working with zoom on a phone

• Pinching and zooming on a phone doesn’t 
actually zoom – you’re just enlarging pixels.

• Phones with more than one lens have some 
amount of ”optical zoom,” but otherwise you 
should zoom with your feet.

• Always use the higher-resolution rear-facing 
camera.



Addressing focus and exposure

• On most phones, tapping on 
your subject will lock down your 
focus and exposure.

• Moving subjects and phones 
don’t mix.

• Sometimes, you just have to add 
light/move your subject.





Composition and capturing the moment

• Enabling gridlines on your phone 
can help avoid centered 
composition.

• Holding down the shutter 
enables “burst mode.”

• Sometimes you have to wait. 
And then wait some more.
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Color (and other things): An app for that

• Snapseed: Adjust color, crop, tone, add text (kind of like 
Photoshop for your phone, but free).

• ProCam: More control over your phone’s camera, adds the 
ability to shoot “RAW” files.

• Adobe Spark Post: Creative posts made easy for social 
media. Plug into existing templates.



Portrait mode, Video options



Know the limits – and the possibilities



Know the limits – and the possibilities



Know the limits – and the possibilities



Questions? Comments?


