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“Science Sketches” – A Concept

- 2 min, illustrated videos explaining a scientific concept or 
research project

- Low-tech, no special equipment or artistic skills necessary



Helping Brain Cells Grow Branches for Healthy Communication

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPu_Zsp5rf8&feature=youtu.be



Why use a “Science Sketch?” to communicate science?

• Appeals to visual learning
• Break down complex scientific concepts in a fun and digestible 

way
• Makes exciting scientific findings more accessible to a much 

broader audience
• Can be easily disseminated on social media and embedded into 

stories



How to make a “Science Sketch”
• Step 1: Write the script and story-board drawings. Review with 

an expert
• Step 2: Record the video of your drawing. Tape a template 

sheet and position your smartphone or tablet overhead (lab 
clamp, stack of books, or adjustable phone mount will work!) 
Pencils, crayons, sharpies - get as creative as you’d like!

• Step 3: Record the audio of your script
• Step 4: Put your audio and video together using editing 

software like iMovie or Windows Movie Maker
• Total time to create finished product: 1-2 weeks



Impact

• All videos have performed 
highly on Twitter. First video 
had:
- Over 3,700 impressions
- Over 1,700 media views
- Over 160 total engagements

• Positive reception from 
leadership

• Interactions with journals 
and science communication 
organizations

• A great way to cover diverse 
and timely topics!



THANK YOU!














